History

On September 25, 1916 Sylvania Golf Club acquired 160 acres of land from four different families.  Mr. Willie Park Jr. was contracted to design and build the golf course for a sum of $50,000.  The first time Mr. Park saw the piece of ground, he commented that it was the greatest piece of golf property he had seen in America.  

The golf course was officially opened in July of 1919.  The first match was played by D.K. White, R.A. Stranahan, Harold Weber, and Gil Nichols (the National Open Champion of that year).

  In 1928, construction of the first clubhouse was started for a price tag of $109,032.  This would be the last major project until after the depression.  

In the spring of 1934, Sylvania Golf Club was dissolved, bringing about the beginning of what we now call Sylvania Country Club.  The same year, underground irrigation lines for fairways started with #15 fairway.  

The 1940’s brought considerable change to SCC.  During that time a cocktail lounge was built on the first floor and in the late 40’s, a pool snack bar and locker rooms were added to what was already one of the premier clubs in the country!  This same year drinking fountains were added to the golf course to give some relief to the members while playing.  

The next big step was made in 1953 when the underground irrigation for all the fairways was completed!  During the early 50’s the club had a new appraisal and insurance policy written with the value of $318,000 for the building and $65,000 for contents.  On January 18, 1955, Sylvania suffered its first major blow when fire ripped through the lounge, dining room, offices, and foyer.  With the insurance money, SCC was able to quickly rebuild and reopen these areas for business on May 30, 1955.  With the devastation behind, the club started the building of the 6th tee and the practice area with sand traps and green.  The construction of the practice area also brought on a range program for chipping and putting.  

Many of the great traditions of Sylvania Country Club also began in the 50’s and two of these events, the Pot-O-Gold and the Aquatic Awards dinner, are still held each year.  The great history of Sylvania Country Club is continuing to grow through outstanding social events and golf events.  The history of SCC continues to breed family involvement from all aspects of the club.  We look forward to continuing this great history!

